LENT 4, April 6

AMOS 8:1-14
1 Thus the Lord GOD showed me, and behold, there was a basket of summer fruit. 2 He said, "What do you see, Amos?" And I said, "A basket of summer fruit." Then the LORD said to me, "The end has come for My people Israel. I will spare them no longer. 3 "The songs of the palace will turn to wailing in that day," declares the Lord GOD. "Many will be the corpses; in every place they will cast them forth in silence." 4 Hear this, you who trample the needy, to do away with the humble of the land, 5 saying, "When will the new moon be over, So that we may sell grain, And the Sabbath, that we may open the wheat market, To make the bushel smaller and the shekel bigger, And to cheat with dishonest scales, 6 So as to buy the helpless for money And the needy for a pair of sandals, And that we may sell the refuse of the wheat?" 7 The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob, "Indeed, I will never forget any of their deeds. 8 "Because of this will not the land quake And everyone who dwells in it mourn? Indeed, all of it will rise up like the Nile, And it will be tossed about And subside like the Nile of Egypt. 

9 "It will come about in that day," declares the Lord GOD, "That I will make the sun go down at noon And make the earth dark in broad daylight. 10 "Then I will turn your festivals into mourning And all your songs into lamentation; And I will bring sackcloth on everyone's loins And baldness on every head. And I will make it like a time of mourning for an only son, And the end of it will be like a bitter day. 11 "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the LORD. 12 "People will stagger from sea to sea And from the north even to the east; They will go to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, But they will not find it. 13 "In that day the beautiful virgins And the young men will faint from thirst. 14 "As for those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, Who say, 'As your god lives, O Dan,' And, 'As the way of Beersheba lives,' They will fall and not rise again."

MATTHEW 27:11-26
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" And Jesus said to him, "It is as you say." 12 And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?" 14 And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor was quite amazed. 15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, "Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him." 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death. 21 But the governor said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 22 Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said, "Crucify Him!" 23 And he said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they kept shouting all the more, saying, "Crucify Him!" 24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this Man's blood; see to that yourselves." 25 And all the people said, "His blood shall be on us and on our children!" 26 Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified.

WHAT BAPTISM INDICATES (FOURTH)
What does such baptizing with water indicate?
It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?
St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six:  "We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the  dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life." [Rom. 6:4]



IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
When the Lord is condemning the Israelites, through the prophet Amos he announces to them what the judgement will be.

The Lord has called Israel to his Altar where he has placed his Name and promised to come to them to forgive their sins.  But they haven’t been coming.  They’ve been going to other altars than his.  Their certainty in life, their comfort and security—these things they have found not at the Lord’s appointed altar, but they have found them in their own works and accomplishments, in the things they accumulate for themselves, and in their oppression of other people.

So the Lord is condemning the Israelites, and he announces that their punishment will be that their end has come.  They will be like a basket of fruit gone bad, he will spare them no longer.  The Lord will not forget their sin, their time of festival will be turned into grief and mourning, their singing will be songs of lament, 

“And,”

the Lord said,

“I will make it like a time of mourning for an only son, And the end of it will be like a bitter day.”


[Amos 8:10] 


A time of mourning for an only son—that is the final judgement.

When Jesus stands before Pilate, hearing the accusations of the chief priests and the elders, we find out the reality and the full harshness of what is meant by “mourning for an only son.”

Jesus stands before the judgement seat of Pilate, and Pilate gives the people the choice: Whom do you want me to release to you?  Barabbas, or Jesus? (Matt.27:17)

Barabbas, they said, Give us Barabbas.

Barabbas—we know what that name means, and so did the chief priests and the elders and the people who were crying out for the release of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus.  

Barabbas comes from two Hebrew words, Bar and Abba.  Bar is a Hebrew word meaning son, Abba is the word meaning father.  Barabbas, then, means, simply, The son of the father.

Release to us Barabbas, the people said, give us the son of the father.

But the son of the Father, the true Son of the true Father, is Jesus.  We heard that at his Baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptist, and at his Transfiguration, where the Father from Heaven said, This is my Son, hear him.

The people, though, demand Barabbas, the false son, a man guilty of murder and insurrection, to be released, and Jesus, a man guilty of no crime, not even of any sin, to be killed.

Jesus is the true Barabbas, the true Son of the Father.  The Father has sent his Son forth and given him a task, something to accomplish.  As Son of the Father, he is to take all the sin of the murderer Barabbas and those yelling for the release of the murderer, and all the sin of the corrupt high priests and conniving elders, and all the sin belonging to you and me and our children—Jesus, the true Son of the Father, is to take all that sin upon himself, and, allowing himself to be judged by evil men, is to pay the price for it in his own death on the cross.

Amos 8:10:

And I will make it like a time of mourning for an only son, And the end of it will be like a bitter day.
The Father in Heaven has done this.  The judgement belonging to every sinner, he has brought it down on his own Son, and now it is a day of mourning.

We are baptized into that.  

Our own families, our children, our loved ones, and also every other sinner, are given to hear the proclamation of Jesus, the Son of the Father, the Savior of all sinners, and to be baptized into that Son of the Father and joined to his salvation.

This is what he has baptized us into, Romans 6:4:

We have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
Jesus is the true Son of the Father, the true Barabbas.  And now, by the righteousness of his blood given for us, he has declared us to be sons and daughters of his Father in Heaven.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
